RECYCLING STATION OPENING SEPTEMBER 29, 2007
The Clark County Solid Waste Management District has designated the Village of South Charleston and Madison Township as the District Model Community for 2007.  This means that we soon will have a new recycling center, compliments of the Management District!  The recycling containers will be located at the east end of Southwest Landmark’s big lot near the intersection of Route 41 and the railroad tracks.  

The kickoff for this great opportunity to help the environment and recycle trash is September 29, 2007 from 9AM – Noon.  Come down, get a recycle bin and meet our friends from the Waste Management District.  Or, if you want to get started recycling early, you can pick up recycle bins at Town Hall between 8AM and 5PM beginning September 24th and then deposit your recyclables in the new containers on the 29th.  Decide now to be a part of this terrific community-wide effort!!
For more details, go to www.32TRASH.org or call 521-2020
BEGGARS’ NIGHT SET

South Charleston traditionally celebrates Halloween and Trick-or-Treating the same night designated by the Clark County Sheriff’s Department.  This year it will be observed on Saturday night, October 27, 2007 from 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M.

AUTUMN CLEAN-UP

Village staff will be out with the chipper the week of October 22 - 26, 2007 to chip limbs, twigs, etc., that you may have picked up in your yard.  Please put only woody refuse at the edge of your drive along the street.  We will chip all week and into the next if necessary, so don’t despair if you cannot set your refuse out until later in the week.  Speaking of wood chips, after we chip, we have an abundance of natural, untreated, uncolored wood chips.  If you would like to have some for your yard or garden, please call Village Manager Sarah Wildman at 462-7167.

CHRISTMAS IS COMING TO SOUTH CHARLESTON

Even though we are presently raking leaves, enjoying high school football games and sipping cider, anyone who has recently visited a department store or mall will tell you that Christmas is just around the corner.  Mark your calendars for the first week in December and then get ready to hang your wreaths, deck your halls, and tie up the mistletoe.  The South Charleston Heritage Commission will celebrate the season with their annual production of the Community Christmas Concert held at the Opera House in Town Hall.  This annual event will warm you up inside as much as a good cup of hot chocolate!  This year the Springfield Youth Symphony will return along with our own South Charleston Brass.  Performances are Saturday night, December 8th at 7:30 P.M. and Sunday afternoon, December 9th at 2:00 P.M.  But listening to and enjoying the music is only half the fun.

Karen Berkhofer insists that, if you can talk you can sing and if you can sing, you should be a member of the Community Choir.  Rehearsals this year will be at the Methodist Church for five Sunday evenings from 5:00 P.M. to 6:30 P.M. beginning October 28th.  This is a terrific opportunity to be a part of a wonderful event in your community, to do something that will make you and others feel great inside and really get into the Christmas spirit, and the commitment is brief – just five rehearsals.  For more information about the Christmas Concert and Community Choir, call George and Karen Berkhofer at 462-7236.

Additionally, there will be a children’s choir performing this year.  Youngsters grades 3 – 7 are invited to join the fun singing their (and our!!) favorite Christmas songs.  Please call Francis Edwards 265-5257 or Annie Donnelly at 265-5521 for rehearsal times and dates.

Then crank that Christmas Spirit up a notch.  Wednesday, December 5, 2007 starting at 5:30 p.m. we will celebrate Christmas in South Charleston.  Plans are still “in the making” so details are not presently available.  If it’s anything like in the past, supper will be available at the Catholic Parish Hall, Santa will arrive with a fire department escort, cookies and hot chocolate can be had up and down the street, crafters and horse drawn transportation will set the stage, and prizes will be raffled.  This is a time when we all can enjoy our wonderful, little village and don our Christmas and holiday spirits as a community.  Plan on taking part in this festive event, sponsored by the South Charleston Community Club.  For more information about Christmas in South Charleston, call 462-7167.

STREET SWEEPING AND LEAVES

As always in the fall, we ask residents to consider the benefits of composting leaves for nourishing mulch to use in the garden in the spring.  We also always encourage purchasing a mulching lawn mower the next time you must by a new one.  Most solid waste haulers have a plan to assist you in disposing of leaves.  But whatever you do, do not rake leaves into the street and gutters.  Trying to sweep up leaves from the street will ruin our street sweeper.  If we see that you have raked leaves into the gutter in front of your house, we will insist that you bag these leaves and dispose of them yourself.

Thank you for your cooperation on this issue.

FROM THE WATER DEPARTMENT

Flushing Hydrants

Village staff will be flushing hydrants on Tuesday, November 6, 2007 from 9:00 A.M. until 4:00 P.M.  While our new water treatment system removes much of the iron in our water, traces remain and we want to flush those out of the system.  We encourage you to wash your white clothes a day or two after we flush hydrants.  The evening of the November 6th, run water briefly at your tap until it runs clear.

Naturally-occurring iron in drinking water is not harmful – it just has the potential to stain clothes and make the water taste like iron.  Also, for your information, we do not fluoridate the water in South Charleston; fluoride also occurs naturally in our water.
UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE HOUSTON LIBRARY
Story time – for ages two and older
Every Friday morning at 10:00 a.m. through September and October

Calling all teens needing community service credit for school
Contact Linda Hoover at 462-8047 to inquire about serving on the Teen Advisory Board.
Calling all adults who are interested in volunteer work at the library
Contact Tammy Harshbarger at 462-8047.

October Fest – Lunch at the Library – for adults
Join us on Monday, October 8th at 12:00 noon with your favorite fall dish and a copy of your recipe to share. Invite a friend to come along. 

Glue and Go Costumes For Kids of All Ages
Event to be held at the St. Charles Catholic Hall, located at 31 S. Chillicothe Street, behind the Houston Library. Church parking is available.
On Monday, October 8th at 4:30 p.m., join author Holly Cleeland as she teaches parents and kids how to build prize-winning costumes out of household items. Holly and her costumes have been featured on The View and Rachel Ray. *3 costumes will be given away at the program. You can visit her website at www.hollycleeland.com 

Men’s & Kid’s Chess - ages 8 – 108
The last Monday at 6:30 p.m. in September, October and November

Teen Dance Dance Revolution & Guitar Hero -Teens only
The fourth Friday from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. in September and October

Tween Dance Dance Revolution - 8 – 12 year olds
Saturday mornings from 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. on September 29th and October 27th 

Yugioh - 2nd – 12th graders
The first two Saturdays in October and November from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Bring a friend.
ELECTION 2007
This year the names of three people will be on the ballot running for one commission seat that will be vacant on January 1st.  Ken Larson will complete his term this year and is running for re-election while Tim Hines and Barb McNally are seeking a first term.

As always, we invited these three to tell as little or as much about each of them as they might choose.  Tim Hines declined the invitation.
Ken Larson

Hi, my name is Ken Larson and it has been my honor to be a South Charleston Village Commissioner since January 2004.  With your support in November, I would like to be re-elected to another term in office.


Since I joined the commission, we have been financially stable, repaired roadways and sidewalks, made sure traffic lights stay in the Village, and made sure the police department promotes a positive image.  I personally made sure a school zone area was put in place on Clifton Road by Miami View.  I also initiated the discussion and voted to repeal the Village Ordinance not allowing people buying homes in South Charleston to have mail boxes on their own property.


I am a manager at Wal-Mart and a Chaplain Assistant/Office Manager/Master Sergeant with nearly 18 years of experience in the Ohio Air National Guard.  I have a degree in Business Management Administration.  I am a proud member of the American Legion Post 6.


I am married to Megan and have two children, Bridget and Matthew.

Barb McNally
Since before the turn of the last century, my family has lived in South Charleston, built profitable businesses here, raised their families in our vintage neighborhoods, enrolled our children in and supported the schools.  My father was on the First State Bank Board of Directors, the school board and was even a charter member of the Quarterback Club.  My grandfather had his medical practice here for 30 years and, in 1916, was mayor when the Village adopted the Charter and built the first water plant.  They instilled in me their love of and support for the Village of South Charleston.

Education:

Graduated from Southeastern High School

Attended Miami University

Attended The Ohio State University.  

Memberships:

National Board of Realtors

South Charleston Heritage Commission

South Charleston United Methodist Church Council Member & Council Secretary

Tecumseh Land Trust

Lagonda Chapter of the D.A.R.

Frank Lloyd Wright Westcott House Volunteer

Pioneer Club volunteer at the Presbyterian Church

Bible School volunteer at the Methodist Church

South Charleston Petunia Festival volunteer

Work Experience:

Key Bank mortgage loan originator

Molten Allen & Williams Mortgage Company mortgage loan officer

Clark County Municipal Court Deputy Clerk 

Village of South Charleston Assistant Clerk for eight years.

I have two children who are married and five grandchildren who do – or will – attend Southeastern School District.  I enjoy spending time teaching them our local history, playing the dulcimer and target shooting.  I have no “axes to grind” – just solid work experience and a love of the Village that I want to bring to the job of commissioner.  I hope to work with the other commissioners to preserve the charm of the past in our Village while trying to bring in some small businesses and agri-businesses so that our Village will thrive in the future.

